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About the piece





Raga Taana Pallavi

‘Raga Taana Pallavi’ commonly referred to as RTP usually marks the climax of a Karnatak music concert. As the name itself indicates, it has three sections, namely Raga, Taana and Pallavi. It is a purely improvisatory form in which a melody (Raga) is elaborated and improvised in free style without tempo called the Raga (or Aalaap) in the first section. It is followed by the second section called the Taana in which the melody is further improvised but creating an illusion of tempo but not strictly adhering to it. In the third section which is the main section called the Pallavi, a refrain (usually containing one line of lyrics) is elaborated and improvised within the framework of the Raga. Here the musician shows his/her proficiency in the rhythm, imagination and the depth of understanding of the Raga. This section has  Trikaala (Tri:three, kaala: speeds) in which the refrain is performed in three speeds: slow speed, medium speed, triplet and in the higher speed. This will be followed by solfege passages in complex rhythmic configurations (involving, triplets, quintaplets etc) each leading back to the refrain and the piece ends with a grand rhythmic cadence called 'Muktaaya'.

Raga Madhumalati
 
This Raga is a creation of the Sarod Maestro, Ustad Ali Akbar Khan. It is in Dorian mode with accidentals including the tritone and the major 7th. Its characteristic key phrase resembles the first line of 'Fur Elise' but with a major 6th.  

This piece is dedicated to my Sarangi Guru, Grammy winner, Late Pandit Dhruba Ghosh. Madhumalati was the last Raga that he taught me!
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